contains the mean weight, surface area, and Meeh factor for each species studied and a double logarithmic plot of the data appears in Fig. 2 .
A Meeh factor of 10 is commonly used for animals without a known value and, as can be seen from Fig. 2 , this is a reasonable approximation for some of the animals. For other species, however, it is not so accurate, and the surface area of these animals may be some 20-30% more than that given by the line SA = 10 W2j3. This is particularly the case for the small marsupial mice which have relatively very large membranous ears. The sugar gliders, due to their unusual shape, have a surface area (and K value) more than double that of a normal animal. This can be explained by the fact that the gliding membranes contribute about 51 % of the animal's total surface area. The proportion of the total surface area that each body region contributes is shown in Table 4 . 
